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The value of vanity fare

‘” 4 3 Teenagers in the 1960s came of age with rock 'n’
hy 1S an album by rol(li. The music, it sgetlr:ed, was ar(li aﬂr:themlfor youth
. and its rebellion, which expressed themselves in
six unknown players Sex and politics. |
1 band kid’s dream. Y d
Playing in a band was a kid’s . You pumpe
Worth $ 1 : 3 OO ? out the rhythms — even if driven by adolescent
Th R pTND St ' erréotior}:s _;1 til(li?t mo;/telfl other kitdsl.d JRR
ut the children of the ’60s got older. And as they
€ J ISIHg orm .S matured, m:;‘ny of tllllim becoming px;ofessionals and
yuppies, rock ‘n’ roll became more ot an entertain-
= baSSISt can explaln ment or nostalgic reminder and less of a lifeblood.

Sure, m(tlxch musie toda);:;ings in anfadolescenl::
voice to adolescents. But the music of some rockers
By TQDD COHEN — think of Bruce Springsteen, Van Morrison, Joni
b 4 A Mitchell — reflects their own maturity.

So, it was with much curiosity that I drove to
wenty-five years ago, arockbandata ~ Washington on New Year’s morning for the

hool t fi rehearsal.
SR B I;:yv; gnf ﬁ&gﬁpﬁfmﬁ?ngf’,ﬁ“m, 2 It was an exhumation of sorts.
P e Mass., laying down tracks for a vanity album. I certainly recognized the faces of the other band
A | Today, to a degree far out of proportion to its col members, but it was if someone had fast-forwarded
lective talent, The Rising Storm has developed time-exposed film: The faces were more haggard,
Th € Son g S something 2{]: cult following among serious collec- t\:rl:isjtt)lvivri:sful:xlgé:-he hair thinner and grayer, the
tors of records. - i g
An Italian collector recently paid $1,300 for a copy We weren't Kids any more: Two are lawyers (in
of the album, “Calm Before.” At that price, it would Washington and Boston), one a doctor (Richard
rank among the 50 most collectible albums, accord- Weinberg at the Bowman Gray School of Medicine
ing to Goldmine, a magazine for music collectors. _ at Wake Forest University in Winston-Salem),
The celebrity of this obscure band’s obscure another a surveyor who also works as a ski instruc-
album might be remotely interesting to some rock tor and is a lieutenant colonel in the Vermont
fans and record collectors. It’s intriguing to me — National Guard, the others a college professor (Tom
It’s on my mind bec&use 1 spent fou:oc:akys in y }L‘:é‘)’emty in Durham) and a newspaper editor
Washington this month cranking out 'n’ ro s L i
with the Storm’s five other memgbers. We were But despite the outward changes, the reunion
rehearsing for a dance this spring at the 25th seemed to revive our former personalities. The
reunion of our class at Phillips Academy in Andover, ~ group leader still led; the comedian still quipped.
Mass, and for a gig that weekend at a Boston night- ~ The group’s social structure and dynamics seemed
club. eerily frozen in time. Old jealousies and insecurities
These developments — the reunion, the quasi- seemed intact.
celebrity — yield . rare insight into growingup. See ASSESSING, rage 3H

i f
b , u




